CHAPTER XIX
THE SECOND WORLD WAR—THE PERIOD OF DEFEATS
I. the " phoney war " in france
somewhat contrary to general expectation, the transport to France
of the British Expeditionary Force under the command of Field
Marshal Lord Gort was carried out secretly and swiftly without
the German naval or air forces attempting any interference. The
troops landed at Cherbourg and their vehicles and stores at Brest,
Nantes and St Nazaire, far from possible enemy air bases; the
first contingents went ashore on September 10, a week after the
declaration of war, but it was not till mid-October that the whole of
the force reached its allotted area of deployment on the northern
frontier of France, where it held a front some fifty-five miles long
north of Lille running from Maulde by Halluin to Armentieres.
The force at the outset comprised only of two corps of four divi-
sions, but was steadily reinforced throughout the winter and
totalled in the spring of 1940 ten divisions organised in three corps,
In addition three incomplete divisions were sent to France for
labour duties on the lines of communication.   One division, the
5ist, which was detached from Lord Gort's command in December,
1939, to gain battle experience under French command in the
Maginot Line fortifications protecting the easterndfrontiet of France,
was the only British formation to see action for the first seven
months of the campaign, the dull enervating period known as the
" phoney war,"  The main body of the B.E.F. worked on the
inadequate defences in the area—work rendered the more laborious
and wearisome by a winter of unusual and prolonged severity—-
and on the bases and lines of communication installation^. But
little could be done to make up the many defects from which the
force suffered. Officers and men were but half trained; there were
shortages of anti-tank guns and shells, of technical equipment, of
certain types of vehicles and in particular of reserve ammunition;
and these shortages the factories at home, still in the course of being
switched over to war production, could not hope to make good for
a long period to come.
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